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INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2929 
INFO AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY LAPAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY SANTIAGO 
AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
AMEMBASSY PANAMA 

CONFIDENTIAL CARACAS 4629 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PARM, VE 

SUBJECT: AYACUCHO ARMS LIMITATION TALKS 
REF: STATE 89865 

1 . IN COURSE OF APRIL 23 DISCUSSION ON OTHER SUBJECTS, FOREIGN 
MINISTRY OFFICIALS SAID THAT AYACUCHO ARMS LIMITATION TALKS 
WERE PROCEEDING "POSITIVELY AND SERIOUSLY." THEY ADMITTED THAT 
THE SUBCOMMITTEES HAD ENCOUNTERED VARIOUS TECHNICAL DIFFICULTIES, 
SOME RELATED TO THE WIDE DIFFERENCES IN SIZE AND STRUCTURE 
BETWEEN THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PARTICIPANTS. BUT THEY SAW 

SUCH DIFFICULTIES AS AN ENCOURAGING INDICATION THAT THE TALKS ARE 
GETTING DOWN TO BRASS TACKS. 

2. THESE OFFICIALS SAID THAT THE GOV STRONGLY WANTS THE 
NEGOTIATIONS TO SUCCEED, IN ORDER TO DEVOTE MORE RESOURCES 
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TO ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, AVOID A LATIN AMERICAN ARMS RACE, 
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ENHANCE THE PROCESS OF LATIN AMERICAN INTEGRATION, AND TO 
FACILITATE THE PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES AMONG LATIN 
COUNTRIES. THE GOV WAS USING ITS INFLUENCE, THEY REMARKED, 

TO HELP OVERCOME DIFFERENCES BETWEEN THE PERUVIANS AND CHILEANS. 

3. THEY EXPECTED THE NEXT MEETING TO BE A PLENARY SESSION TO TAKE 
PLACE SOON IN BOLIVIA, BUT SAID THAT THE EXACT DATE HAD YET TO BE 
DETERMINED. THE VENEZUELAN DELEGATION WOULD CONSIST PRINCIPALLY 
OF MILITARY OFFICERS, SINCE THE MINISTRY OF DEFENSE HAD BEEN DOING 
THE BULK OF THE SUBSTANTIVE WORK FOR THESE NEGOTIATIONS. 

THE HEAD OF THE VENEZUELAN DELEGATION TO THE LAPAZ SESSION MIGHT BE 
THE LOCALLY ACCREDITED VENEZUELAN AMBASSADOR. 

4. COMMENT: DESPITE THE EARNESTNESS OF THESE OFFICIALS WITH 
RESPECT TO THE GOV'S STRONG INTEREST IN THE ARMS LIMITATION 
NEGOTIATIONS, THE GOV DOES NOT APPEAR TO BE GIVING HIGH PRIORITY 
TO THEM. THE TALKS HAVE STIRRED LITTLE OR NOT INTEREST HERE AND 
THE GOV IS DEVOTING LIMITED AND RELATIVELY LOW-LEVEL MANPOWER 
TO THE NEGOTIATIONS. 

SHLAUDEMAN 
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